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| 
” But Virtue, as it never will be mov'd, 
| 5 | | Though Lewdneſs court it in a ſhape of Heaven; 
: 5 80 Luſt, though to a radiant Angel link d, 


| 5 8 | Will fate itſelf in a celeſtial bed, | ; 
| And prey on garbage. Hauk, A&I. Scene V. 
1 The man whoſe hardy ſpirit ſhall engage 
Wi Jo laſh the vices of the guilty age, 
Jt | At his firſt ſetting forward, ought to know 
| That every tongue he meets muſt be his foe; 
T2. | — That the rude breath of Satire will provoke _ 
x, li 2, | Many who feel, and more who fear, the Stroke. | 
| ( 0 THE CONFERENCE, Churchill. 
| in? | : | | 
i 1 London: 
„„ PRINTED FOR I. OWEN, No. 168, PICCADILLY; AND v. GRIFFITHS, 
AM NO. 1, PATERNOSTER-ROW, 
| k oy 9 1707 
| | 
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TO THE 


RIGHT HONOURABLE 
THE 


EARL OF LIVERPOOL, 


MY LORD, | 
Wars) the follies of Aristocracy are miscon- 
_ strued into gaiety, and its vices extenuated as fashi- 
onable Levity, the spirit of independent Satire must 
meet with very trifling encouragement: the No- 
bility, in self defence, cannot, and the Commonalty, 
from subservience, will not shew favour to it—nay 
such, indeed, is, at present, the prejudice of poli- 
tical opinion, that what would have been received 
with credit from the pen of reproof a few years 
past, will now be suspected as the bickerings of Re- 
publicanism, or, in the most favorable acceptation, 
as the censurẽ of a discontented Oppositionist.— 
Abuse of Justice is never so much countenanced 
as when Politics are the grand provocative of In- 
terest; and never was there a period in History 
oY RE more 


8 DEDICATION. 


more notorious than the present, for a determined „ 
misapplication of all sentiments which do not, in 
the severest nicety, correspond with the opinions 
of Government Agency. The matter of private 

conversation, or of public controversy, however | 
distinct from it in its original mtent, eventually de- 
clines into constitutional comparison, and not to be 
wholly uniform with, Government, is to be sus- 
| pected generally repugnant to it. Every look and 
- action bear a political reference, which, the humour 
of popular phrensy is encouraged to determine the 
intent of; and not to be a bigot to the general prin- 
ciple of thinking, is to suffer the imputation of 
clandestinely resisting it. To watch the Agents of 
Government was once the pride of Englishmen, 
and to scrutinize its Agency their boasted prero- 
gative; but now to question even the moral conduct 
of our superiors begets a suspicion of its motive, 
and however glaring the errors of the accused, the 
non-forbearance of the complainant offers a prece- 

dent of Resistance, which political zealots imagine 
into an evil tendency. Such reflections, my Lord, 
am prepared to encounter from the publication 
of the following Poem; but conscious that all men 
of dispassionate reason, more particularly those 
concerned in the direction of public affairs, will be 
too liberal willingly to mistake the countenance of 
a Muse . because she frouns on the immoral 
conduct 


DEDICATION. e 


3 of e - I have in the face of party 
prejudice brought her forward in that dress which 
Enthusiasm may judge equivocal, but of which; it 
is to be hoped Candour will approve the intent, 
however it must censure the execution. Favorable 
or not the issue, in having addressed the Poem to 

your Lordship, I shall please myself with the re- 
collection that I have distinguished your Lordship 
to be one of the few whose superior talents justify 
their reward of Honor; and with contempt for 


Envy's railings, or the peevish insinuations of dis- 


appointed ambition; the Public, my Lord, cannot 
but glory in giving consequence to that titled dis- 
tinction, which the certainty of past, and the evi- 
dence of immediate exertion for their Interest, suf. 


ficiently entitle you to, 
I have the honor 8 be, 
My Lord, 
Your Lordship's most obedient 5 5 


and very humble Servant, 


THE AUTHOR. 


1 d . " e 5 : . 3 e 


: THE 
CAUTION; 
RECOMMENDED TO 
' THE LEAST HONOURABLE 
: OF THE | 
RIGHT HONOURABLE 5 
COUNTESSES OF ENGLAND. 


In these dread times when Discord threats the world, 


And its chief blow at Regal power is hurl'd : 

When Faction's hopes, in multitudes misled, 

Gain strength, as thus, its principles are spread; 

That Princes, holding Royalty in trust, 

Are only noble as they're nobly just; 

That all their state is seen as mere parade, 

Their Nobles, passing Shadows of its Shade 

And Man's best system, form'd in Self-defence, 

Is the plain Government of Common Sense 
If this the reasoning, this the state of things, 


Ine rise of Man, humility of Kings; 


Should Vice and Folly sway the titled State, 


l would withhold the Mob, protect the Great! 


Madam, 


* 


Madam, to you belongs a nobler claim, 
Than merely not to merit public shame - 
The higher Classes but more clearly shew, 
Their obligations to the Ranks below; / 
Whilst days, successively, but sadly prove 
How few Inferiors have to those above! 


When Man attains to Dignity, his Rise 

Marks him the focus of the People's Eyes; 
To stand the precedent of moral sway, 
Not merely mark the road, but lead the way--- 
Where Virtues long may flourish ere they're known, 
But Vice, once welcom'd, glaringly is shewn--- | 
Then, sure, instinctive Interest would display, 
With grace, the character which all survey 
Nay more than Interest; Duty, Mercy plead 
To perfect lessons, weaker minds must read--- 
For soon Inferiors practise with delight, 
Wahate er Such Rank exhibits, wrong, or right--- 


A breath-made Peer, no merits of his own, 
Mounts like a bubble into substance blown, | 
That wears the sunshine colours of a day, 

Then bursts to nought, and vanishes away--- 

But, where the Mortal justifies his claim, 

By Sense, and Virtue to that honour'd name; 
Nations take pride in what they deign to raise, 
His worth their credit, and his fame their praise 

Since Nobles, justly fitted to their place, Fr 

Give Order consequence, Ambition _ 


Most, 8anction'd now with Dignity, essay . 
New schemes of Vice, and point the easiest way 
Scorn to be second, but lead on to shame, 
And damn themselves to eternize their name 
Even your Sex, all softer ties forgot, 
Club with che Men, and share their vicious 1 
With pride stand first in Dissipation's train, 
Open its revels, and support its reign--- 
ls there a vice your Ladyship ev'n new. 
That cannot hold a Coronet to view -. 
Gambling, that tempter to destructive joy, 
Luring to pleasure merely to destroy. 
Which, threats of Justice vainly would appal, 
Since Nobles patronize, it shall not fall--- 
For its support, they brave the flush of shame, 
And scorn the credit of an honest name - 
Vet what's a name to those who, being the head, 
Command the fashions by which all are led; . 
And censure our Superiors as we may, 
With pride: we follow where they lead the way--- 5 
Tis this assurance makes them scorn to waste 
Reflections on the Joys, they'd wish to taste - 
Inferior Classes own dependent Elves, 1 
TheF act from N Nobles from nne, = 


Who'll not receive her G RACE, because her door 
Is kindly open to some noted whore? | 
Who'll not attend ber Routs, if she Il invite, 
Because tis odds they're cheated ev ry night--- 

a Who? 


12 


Who not a soul would from the visit start, ho 
f Though Knaves and Whores compos'd the greatest 
part | 
Why shall Miss Spinster as a Maid appear, 
Though known to drop an Infant every year? 
Because her friends, RicuT HoNOURABLE, see, 
And 3 the act---ev'n so must we, OE 


Ought Gamblers, then, of Rank to > live ereus. 
For what Inferior Classes are abus'd? | 
Or Maids of Honour, by their titles veil | 
That loss, which damns when humbler Virgins fail? 
Shall titled frailty an indulgence claim, | 
For what a rankless Sinner dies with shame ? 
Or can your Ladyship, in sense define, — 

hs Prince's Whores are chaster held __ mine e? 


Such i is the case, Sat Time, tis hop'd, will Shew 
| Such was the case, but tis no longer 80, 


This and much more, but let my mercy blot 
What Sense and Justice never had forgot. ; 
If from such Scenes of life we're early taught, 

. To prize instruction from their manners caught; 


| Manners which, Learning's varied arts combine 


(For so we're taught) to polish and refine. 
Where is that zeal which Virtue should inspire? 
Where the Resistance to defeat Desire? 


- ; 


. . 

Where found that Patronage which Merit claims? © 
Where that Example which Dishonour shames ? 
Tho' GROSVRHNOR preach resistance to desire, | 
Or LoxspALE s meekness Charity inspire--- - 
Tho' BruDENELL, thro' Italian Eunuchs shew, * -* 
What lengths the zeal of patronage can go—- 
Tho' Hamilton by chaste, domestic life, 

Hold the fair promise to the virtuous wife; 

Or CounTxey, from his Sister's Laps invite, 


The fire of Youth to feminine delight--- _ TH 6 
Tho' Galway talk of temperance to his friend, 


Or STaxHovt loyal principles defend; 


Tho' Jr RSET, through her Ladyship vet; 5 1 
How passive tempers suit the married pair; 
Tho' Bishops box with Men, and hold such right 
From sacred order, against flesb to fight--= - FB 
Tho' such, as moral Meteors, should arise 
And with a sudden glare create surprise. 
Yet shall the Public gape in vain to find, 5 
Those brilliant precedents which lure the Mind. P 
Such as to Saints, when Inspiration given * 
Attraots the heart, and wins it on to Heaven! > 
Z Woe unto States, 1 lower ches we; l 
To form examples, Nobles should supply - 
Tis then Man feels, and with increas d pee N 
The weight of Consequence, without its us 
Tis then provok'd, he flinches from support 
4 Of titled Ves and pageantry of Court; . 
Cc Nureing 


* 


1 


5 Narsing contempt for lofty piles that shew 


What worth is ae by their shade below 5 


Diaunction worn with 8 and with. sense, 
Is Merit's patron, Virtue's best defence--- | 
As lofty Towers, at Whose beck'ning light 
The caution'd Sailor clears the Snares of Night, 
By exaltation but encrease the effect, 


"To catch attention, and command respect 


But should neglect, or natural decay, 


Withhold the fires they're wonted to display, 
Then, from the hope of signal aid enjoy d, 


T he en ade en the more his hope —_ . 


Yet kite ” ne- Vout Ladyship wil 429 ge 
« Why this address'd to me ? or why pourtray 
The vice and folly of that rank I oon 
1 * hold the pioture n to me alone ih 91 67 


eee 
& 


To FAY thee > the cm. givew ».veply; |. 


The people look to you, and so must I. 
'You are their constant theme, your hated name 


I he daily topic of deserved blame 


Nay, in their charge of Guilt stand 80 o acous'd 
The Partner of your sin is scarce abus'd--- - 


And hard is it for Man to shun the vice 
To which a Woman's passions shall entice 


Who, in her beck to Ruin, can display 


4 en Wen 223 inviting to the way e 8 
Be 


7 £ 
, ; 1 5 


Be coy with wickedness, with Prud'ry bold, 9 
This moment press to Lust, the next vithhold-. 7 . 
Seduce the Husband of a loving Wife, ; - 2 
Not for the sake of Man, but cause of Str: Talk 
And lest the object wrong'd should ignorance _ 
Turn self. informer of the off:nding deed--. * 
Nay more, to wear Adult'ry with applause, 
Cheat her own Cuckold to defend her cause - 1 
This she can do, and at surrounding blame | 
5 Fir a proud 295 and stare any her hame. e 


vet what is this to me TL By this 4 
Hear what the People say, and then decide -- | 

| (The People fire at trifles, but where long 

They persevere, their Censure's seldom wrong). ; 

That you, too proud to court declining fame, : 

Too vain for Reason, and too firm for Shame ; - 

Too young in passion to resist with grace, _' _ 

The flatt'ry common to a handsome face. | 

In years too grown that pity to deserve... 
Which younger passions merit when they werve 
Perhaps too lost to self - maternal love, 8 


A mother's grief in others to approve ; 


Too careless of a Husband's rights, to grierte 
For Wives that sorrow, Husbands that deceive; ; 

Vet you, they say, if with resistance grac 0. 
Illustrating the rank in which you're plac'd, 

Might if embolden'd once in Virtue's cause, g 7 2 1 

Make such Resistance worthy of applause. | 


If to withhold from shame th'. apparent. heir 


To England's Crown, be worth a Subject's care 


Or to recall from hidden scenes of life, 

AK rankless Princess, and a widow'd Wiſe 

Revoke the exile from a Husband's arms, 

And give existence its expected charms; 

If to secure such bliss, such faults reclaim, 
Ask but Resistance from encrease of shame | 
1 s there a common Harlot, but would scorn 

To gain such Pomp, with such reflections worn FI 

Ev n midst her necessary sin, but chide _ 

Such guilt OP from a Lan of Pride. 


Wen — once ew errdi in Fe A state, | 
No rank to veil, no wealth to gild her fate - 
Where rank and wealth, or separate, or combin'd, 
To gain the body, first debauch d the mind--- __ 
Such wretch, in reason faultless, lost to fame... 3 
Spurn d from the arms that press d her on to shame; 
Thrown on the Town from that enrapt embrace, 4 
That might have hid the blushing of disgrace; ;. . 
A helpless wanderer, scarce her youth began, . 
The scorn of Woman, and the prey of Man, "FM 
If such, what rank seduction did begin, 
Finds but existence in encrease of nn 
The chastest Virtue, whilst it spoke ber shame, 1 5 
Might, "oh, the tear of pity, Sram her blame. 
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But Titled Frailiy merits no excuse, 
is studied error, virtueꝰ's calm abuse - 
Tis what no fear, no duty, can restrain - &. 
For Whores of Quality are Whores in grain--- 

No partial passion pleads for fond desire, - 
Tis not the Man, but Guilt that they admire * ws 
It can't be Love that's not to one confin'd, | 
Tis common Lust that Sins with all mankind--- 

Let scarce tis such in principle but name, 

'Tis a mad zeal to she contempt for same; 
'Tis pride of privilege, that scorns to wear 
That show of modesty Inferiors bear--- 

'Tis but desire of wrong, to live in bebt 
Of all reflection of not acting . 


g Where is the difference, in a moral view, 1 5 
17 Adultery with a Commoner, or Tou? e 
And sure this only difference Lust can s . 
The first's replete with passion, t other art -- 
If maiden virtue be the final „ 
Whether sec ur'd by promises, or play; 8 
Whether at Mother Windsor's, who will care 175 4 
Or Mother Pimp-like's in St. James's Square; : 5 
One for her debts of honour pawns her fame, 
| T'other, from honour stol'n, exists by shame--- _ -_ 
From the like want, results that like disgrace, 5 
In Squares called F ashion,  Whoredom i in g's 
Place ! „ 5 e 
f | 9 j 
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7 And . Wks the venom to themsclves--- 


Frailty in Women is a Nation's curse, 
Since Women ill-dispos'd make Mankind worge--- 
Tis only chastity of Love, that warms 14 


The soul to wishes whose attainment charms; 


Woman, by self. restriction, points a way, 


Which ev'n rebellion follows, to obey ; 


But where her mind revolts, can ev'n impel 
The zeal of Loyal Phrenzy to rebel. 


Was Cleopatra chaste, a fore'd disdain 
Would rouse her Anthony to sense again; 


Her passion crossing, shew his passion cross d, 


And save the threat' ning tear for kingdoms. lant— | 


But how shall Prudence check, or Sense refuse, 
What Pride seduces to, and Lust pursues; 
If her's were passion it might soon be cloy'd, 


But Pride the stronger grows, the more enjoy d. 


Hence,“ you reply, * withhold these taunts of 
| spleen, ; 
The nauseous splashings of life's dirty 5cene, : 
* By beggar'd miscreants for worst ills prepar'd, 


Wretches, that would be Rebels if they dar'd--- 


Let them spit on, the fools, ere late, will find 
By the recoil, they spit against the wind- 
« Tell them, that woman whom they scorn to court, To 


„The noblest Ranks shall zealously support— 
And that the finger of such humble scorn, 
2 Drops fore the Brows which Coronets adorn--- 


Evin let them scribble, poor deluded Elves, 


Thus 
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As the immoral conduct of the Great, 
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uus anger'd vipers, what they should have bit 


Missing. the poison on themselves emit--- | 
« Spight of their censure, proudly I'll refrain 
.« Ev'n from the notice to express disdain--- _ 
Firm as the sacred pile that scorns to bow. , 


And note the scandal on its walls below 1”. _ 


Your Rank's your curse--to this the Caution tends | 
Rank on self-consequence.too much depends--- 


Tho Kings can do no wrong, will that apply, 


Ev'n in its sense, to our Nobility? _ 8 


Or can the virtues of the Crown create 


A plea for vices, in its next of state ? 


Never shall composition sway the mind, 


Where common Justice actuates mankind--- | 
Yours is the rank which Commoners survey, 


And as it points to Virtue, they'll obey- 


'Tis not so much the Politics of State, 


That, in the humbler Scenes, provokes alarm, 
Sickens man's faith, and nerves the rebel arm! 


Though this the crisis, when Inferiors try 
Distinction's conduct with severest eye; 
And, ev'n from trifling errors grossly shewn, 


Conclude a seeming sanction of their own--- 
Though such the crisis, yet how few invite 
In nobler life the zeal of acting right! 
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How few, should Discord scorn Distinction's claim, : 
Could shew the Honour that supports its name--- 
Think you, if man to active sense awake, 


Should scrutinize the part he's forc'd to take; 


Compare restrictions in a moral view, 


And feel the balance 'twixt himself and you--- any 
Would not the Laws of man, in reason, fail, | 


bots those of God are seen alata no avail! 5 


How few the Rear <2 arise 
From such as sacred order first despise--- 


And few'such suff ring Nations, but the Great 


First WY on to vice, have He d their fate = 


if ever r Titled Rank 8 ts 1 nt a0 
The gripe of Poverty by Faction len 
If ever Dignity with wealth supplied. 
Should fear its check of Interest, and Pride 


This is the hour, Nobility must shrink 


And owe its comfort to its dread to think 


Vet such the hour, when Nobles should unite, | 
And teach by Deeds, the grace of acting Wo. 
Ev'n bow their consequence to virtue's sway, 


"ir 


And by 1 win men to Obey 4 


_ The time Es been when Princes stood excus'd 
For all the laws of God and man abus'd-- ' © 
| Subser- 


FY 
* 


— 
* 


Bumper his toast, and gorge his greasy wit, 


the honour of blaſing his Royal Highneſs, by conducting the Royal 


Prince, and a ſort of reſentful hatred from one Lady Jerſey, a woman 
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Subservience worshipp'd all they did, or said, 
And 1 gnorance hugg'd the vices they betray' 4. 
The People then by Charity were led 3 
To bless the Prince, because the King had bled--- 


But alter'd times an alter'd case evince, 


The Monarch's virtues now uphold the Prince--- 
So would all subjects, could the P-----e adhere 
To what became a man, as such appear--- 
But if a Prince can feel his sense beguil'd, 
Merely because a wanton Peeress smil'd, 


Can for her lures, the heart's appeal disdain, 
And for a Tyrwhitt's slight the sense of Payne“ 


Scorn his best friends, because they nobly prov d 
The People would condemn the W---e he lov'd--- 


Yet with a pander May'r can humbly sit, 


PE OTINNY 


A comparative demerit is not always a reproach---as in the preſent 
inſtance, to declare Mr. Tyrwhitt not poſſeſſed of equal wit and ability 
with Captain Payne, is far from inſinuating that he is deficient in either 
-The man that is eſteemed in private ſociety as one of its worthieſt 


members, and admired in public as the moſt deſerving favourite of his 


Prince, may reflect an inferiority on his neighbour, without attaching 


to it the preſumption of diſgrace---Such a man was Captain Payne, 


who has unaccountably (as to a juſt reaſon) loſt the confidence of his 
Royal Highneſs the Prince of Wales, even though he was preferred to 


Consort ſafe to his arms---hut excepting ſuch diſagreement with his | 


well-known throughoyt England, the Captain, commonly called Jack 
PO” is held in the higheſt veneration by all who know him- 
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The memory of his Consort left in Town--- + 
If in such graceless pomp, a P----e rejoice, A 


And, if some Nobles blind to Justice, Sense, 


Midst Faction's crash of Rank, what's worth * 


Our King shall wear a nobler Crown above--- 


That by its Virtues we may learn to live- 
That, by the precedent gel attords, 
Honour may sway our P 


Whether to pay bisdebts or please the state.— 
Nature, at worst, repugnant to the plan, 
May scorn the Lover, but must act the Man; 

For sure his Consort, pardoning some neglect, 
As Woman, 1 W: Fife, commands 8 71 


1 


Merely because such toasts were fram d to drown | 


* 


Esteem such mean huzzas a Nation's voice, 


Rally midst vice, to give such P. e defence; 


8av'd? 
A P----e 80 thoughtless, Nobles 80 deprav d | 
Madam, I now conclude, the hour draws nigh, 


Since Monarchs are but Men, and Men must die, | 
When, by the worth his earthly trials prove, 


Yet Heaven prolong that life it deign'd to give, 


e, inspire our Lords, : 
So that ev'n Faction may'nt have cause to Sy 


Their want of morals, makes it Naber. 


The prince who cannot previously approve 
The object he must wed, can seldom love — 
And yet when once resign d to meet such fate, 


Would | 


94 


One patriot glow your wand'ring sense convince, 


Some scoundrel pen to praise it to mankind=-- 
| Vͤ'rn Abd: + 


Would Nobles in the Peonls Seats the « W - | 


Of rising Power, let Nobles now obey 


And prove, whate'er their Dignity may give, 0 


That Man by Man reciprocally must live- 
Inferiors love distinction, 'tis the hop e 
That gives all generous emulation scope, 


"Tis what they only hate when most misusdꝰ 


is what they only soar to when abus'd; 
Tis what in others being offensive grown, 1 8 
They'd grasp to make its consequence their OWn-= I 
ITh' Almighty's system was no partial plan, 


Reason's the common attribute of Man- 
And the same power of sense that gives content, 
W when proven's, inspirit to resent ! ; 


Amid the scenes which Higher Lite PRO 
Few are the aims pursued, which merit praise - 
Do they not cheat, debauch, intrigue and game? 


Have they not forg'd for payment of the same 2 
To such farewell and Madam, unto you, 

And all your scenes of error now adieu | | 
Vet should this Caution---hence the vain conceit---. * 


Should your own Reason your own Pride defeat--- 


* 


And by retreating firſt, recall a P=——e,--- 


Then should my Muse your merit loud proclaim, 7 


As proudly, as she now declares your shame 
Not but that Titled Vice will ever find, 
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And N my hope, 80 \ generous is my Muse, 
She'd rather plead for faults, than worth' abuse. 
Above the scandal, that delights to strike, 
Merely for notice, Good and Bad alike - 
No---if these lines unjustly should convey, 

One eensurc on the Portrait they display, 

May public scorn all other efforts blot, | 
Condemn ev/n truth, for justice once forgot--» + 
Thus fools detract, because they can't amuse, 
Aad ideots ey'n will slabber out abuse 

Who cannot wound by scandal, who on earth, 
Cannot with lies offend the Man of Worth ? 
Who? not the Man of tecling, or of sense, 

For that is Virtue's, this is Wit's defence--- 
And sure nor Wit, nor Virtue would descend, 
To aim the blow, they'd scruple to defend--» 
But where misconduct justifies dislike, 
Lis there the Muse' $ beige to strike! 


